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meditation: one is Astronomy, looking up at the
heavens ; the other is Philosophy, with Plato in
her hand. Thus the group of five figures repre-
sents Europe as the enlightened Nurse of Govern-
ment, Religion, Commerce, Arts, Astronomy, and
Philosophy." In reply I received the following:
"The Queen is much struck with your idea of
what the group of Europe should be, and thinks
it a great improvement on the original plan. Her
Majesty quite agrees with you that the figure of
Jupiter (in the form of a bull) carrying off Europa
is not one that should be placed under the Cross,
and is much obliged to you for pointing out the
incongruity of the conjunction." At any rate, I
feel I have done a little service with my pen, if
I declined to work with my chisel.
That summer, he did not follow his usual custom
of going to the Tyrol, or England. Penry Williams
and he had set out for Switzerland but remained at
Leghorn; probably, worn out by the fatigue of
travelling during the hot season, he felt he did not
have the energy to go farther. During the following
winter he completed his low-relief " Christ blessing
the Children." Probably he had given more care
to the execution of this than any other work, except,
perhaps, the tinted Venus. But age was gradually
sapping his strength: his stay at Leghorn the
previous summer had certainly not braced him for
the winter. The spring of 1865 saw him weaker.